MARLBOROUGH AND WILLIAM
Marshal d'Humieres, who commanded the opposing French
army, felt bound to resent this trespass.   D'Humieres, though
also a well-trained professional, had an irritable streak in his
nature.    He was said to have owed his appointment to the
admiration  which  Louvois  cherished  for  his  wife.    He
marched with becoming haughtiness to expel the intruders,
and on the morning of August 25l fell upon the allied foraging
parties and outposts about two miles south of Walcourt.   It
happened that Marlborough was in charge of these petty
operations, and that the i6th Regiment of Foot (now the
Bedfordshire Regiment), together with some three hundred
Dutch horse and dragoons, formed their support.    At nine
o'clock the approach of large French forces was noticed, and
soon after it was realized that these were the vanguard of the
whole French army.    Cannon were fired to recall the foragers
and alarm the camps.    Meanwhile the English regiment
barred the  advance  of the French.    They were heavily
attacked; but under Colonel Hodges  offered a stubborn
resistance.   For nearly two hours these six hundred English
infantry prevented the hostile advance.   When Marlborough
learned that all was in readiness in Waldeck's  army, he
directed them to withdraw to the higher ground on the
east of the hill of Walcourt, where  other British troops
and several batteries had come into line.    The manner in
which this single battalion effected its orderly retreat in the
closest presence of very powerful French cavalry was a fore-
taste of the qualities which Europe was taught reluctantly to
recognize in the English Army.
Meanwhile the Prince of Waldeck had occupied the town of
Walcourt and had posted his army in position mainly on its
eastern side. All the foragers had returned to camp, and
d'Humieres could take his choice whether he wanted a battle
or not. It was now noon. The ground was not at all
favourable to the French, but d'Humieres seems to have been
inflamed by the sharp fighting in which his vanguard had
been engaged and did not take the trouble to reconnoitre.
He ordered a strong column of French infantry, including
1 Misdated by Wolseley the 27th and by Macaulay the 5th,    See p. 319, n. 3.
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